Series: Habakkuk

Message:  God, What Do I Do Now?                                                                       June 5, 2011



1) LISTEN

I will stand at my watch and station myself on the ramparts; I will look to see what he will say to me.  Habakkuk 2:1b

2) WRITE

Then the LORD replied: "Write down the revelation and make it plain on tablets so that a herald may run with it. Habakkuk 2:2

3) WAIT

For the revelation awaits an appointed time; it speaks of the end and will not prove false. Though it linger, wait for it; it will certainly come and will not delay. Habakkuk 2:3

THE FIVE WOES TO BABYLON

· Woe to him who piles up stolen goods. Habakkuk 2:6

· Woe to him who builds his realm by unjust gain. Habakkuk 2:9

· Woe to him who builds a city with bloodshed. Habakkuk 2:12

· Woe to him who gives drink to his neighbors. Habakkuk 2:15

· Woe to him who says to wood, 'Come to life!' Habakkuk 2:19

"See, (Babylon) is puffed up; his desires are not upright - but the righteous will live by his faith.  Habakkuk 2:4 

 Romans 3:23-26

THREE WORDS TO REMEMBER

· BUT THE LORD

But the LORD is in his holy temple; let all the earth be silent before him." Habakkuk 2:20

NEXT STEPS
Use these study questions to turn a message into a conversation. Join with a life group and continue to grow by using these study questions this week.
Going Deeper

Objective:  To see God’s goodness in the past, leave behind any idols we may be putting our faith in and trust God’s goodness even when circumstances seem hopeless. 

When Habakkuk questioned God about evil and injustice this was God’s response:   

Look at the proud! They trust in themselves, and their lives are crooked; but the righteous will live by their faith.   Habakkuk 2:4 (NLT) 

• What did it mean for Habakkuk and his people to “live by faith?” 

• Describe a time in your life when the circumstances seemed hopeless but you “lived by faith.”  

• How did you see God’s goodness revealed through these circumstances?

 • How did it affect your relationship with God?  Your relationship with others? 

 Read Habakkuk 2:18-20 

 •Idol:  an image or other material object representing a deity other than God; a false conception or notion; fallacy. 

• Many Jews were trusting idols to rescue them.  What kind of ”idols” do many people look to for their rescue today? 

• Describe areas in your life where you are temped to trust in “idols” rather than God? 

• How will you “live by faith” in those areas of your life?  How can your group help you? 

Pray together in your own words and ask God for the following: 

• Eyes to see His goodness in every area of your life 

• Wisdom to identify and reject any “idols” you may be putting your trust in today 

• Strength to “live by faith” and trust Him even when things look hopeless. 

For Further Study 

Deuteronomy 16:21-17:20

What was Israel commanded not to set up?  

(16:21-22)  What kind of sacrifice is detestable to the Lord?

 (17:1)  What was to be done if someone was suspected of worshiping other gods? 

(17:2-4)  How was the punishment for idol worship to be handled? 

(17:5)  What implications do these verses have for our attitude toward justice and fairness? 

1 Corinthians 10:1-13  

Why did Paul refer to Israel's history? 

(10:1)  How do the Israelites serve as examples to us? (10:1-6)  Why did God record the  experiences of the Israelites? 

(10:6, 11)  Why is it important that all the temptations Christians face are common to everyone? 

(10:13) How is God faithful? 

(10:13) What have you learned about God from this history of Israel? 

What have you learned about yourself from this history of Israel? 

